THE LIBRARY OF THE BRITISH MUSEUM

Tait, thus showing that nepotism has its uses, Unacademic (he had been a
sailor in youth) but very quick-witted and original* he was also, like Garnett,
extremely human. Apart from the activities mentioned in the text, it may be
observed that as Placer he had sensibly reversed an absurd act of Rye by
replacing the "third-marks'* or volume numbers on the shelves, without
which they (and still more pamphlets in tract volumes) wasted time in the
finding-. There is a good account of Fortcscuc by his old friend Henry Jenner
in The Library, 3rd ser., vol. iv (1913), p. i.

10. Sir Frederic Kenyon, Proceedings of the British Academy> 1939.

it. Related by Mr. E. G. Millar in English Illuminated Manuscripts. Another
illuminated Harlcian MS. completed by a recent acquisition is Harl. MS. 616,
a Bible in French, the second volume of which was presented in 1929 by the
late Mrs. Henry Yates Thompson in memory of her husband, the collector.

12. The best notice of Thompson is that by Sir Frederic Kenyon in the Proceedings
of the British Academy, vol, xv, to which, as well as to personal memory, this
section is much indebted.

PART I, CHAPTER IX
t. Partridge, History of the Legal Deposit of Books throughout the British Empire;
1938, pp. 107-12, 152-56.
A further Act of 1932 (22 & 23 Geo. V, c. 34) relieved the Museum from
certain classes of copyright matter. One curious class of literature is received,
but is now withheld from the public at the instance of the publishers. This
consists of books of betting systems, of which copies are only sold at high
prices, and public access to which would clearly be an injury to the owners
of the copyright. Though these persons may not be universally regarded as
very deserving, they have a good case; moreover the Reading Room is not
intended for this sort of purpose* and the legitimate use of such books in a
national library ia only to record them 5 in due time their mathematical or
social study will be possible.
3. Sir F. G, Kenyon, The British Museum in War-Time^ being the qth lecture on
the Dawid Murray Foundation in the University ofGlasgow> 1934, from which
most of the facts in this section are drawn.
3.  The Assistant Secretary is always an officer of very great importance, growing
more important with the growth of the Museum and it$ Staff. The holders of
the Office have been: James Edward Fitzgerald, 1848-49 (the years of the Royal
Commission); Thomas Butler, 1857-78; John Thomas Taylor, 1878-19035
Francis Ellis Tucker, 1903-08; Alfred Robert Dryhurst, 1:908-24; John
Fred Isaac, 1924-28; John Humphrey Witney, 1926-40,
4.  Discussions of evacuation from Museums and Galleries were initiated by the
Government in 1934; readers who remember the sequence of political events
will draw the necessary inferences,
5.  Sir John Sandys reprinted a summary of the controversy in a pamphlet, A
Nine Days* Wonder,
6.  Royal Commission on National Museums and Galleries:  Interim Report,
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